
blowing deep breaths on their heads 
and faces; or giving of flowers/ashes, 
etc. to be worn on person as taveez 
("amuletsn) or flowers, sweets, dried 
h i t s  to eat. Sometimes detailed com- 
plex instructions would be given for 
a particular rituallfast/offering to be 
performed on Mondays or Thurs- 
days, full or new moon nights at 
certain holy places, or to feed so 
many beggars and orphans. 

Into this all-male world, the 
M u h n i  had dared to venture. She, 
with a band of followers, would make 
the rounds of the city. Bur after a few 
years she disappeared; she was either 
run out of town or had died some- 
where, unknown, unsung. 

Through "possession" Tara and 
the M u h n i  had found the secret 
solution-a way to get in touch with 
their egos and yet bypass the guilt 
through the culture'svery own religio- 
cultural mode. Tara had amnesia for 
the period of "possession"-for the 
Mullani mostly it was under a semi- 
conscious control. For both it was a 
brilliant healing of a damaged and 
scarred self, subliminally getting in 
touch with the wells of Shakti, sexu- 
ality, and power. 
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for Feminist Research i "Confrrence on 
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sity in March 1996 Fundingassistance 
j h m  the Social Sciences and Humani- 
ties Research Council (SSHRC) for the 
presentation and publication of this 
paper is gratefilly acknowledged. 
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JOANNA M. WESTON 

Used needles pin her hands 
and feet 

to the sidewalk 
while she is raped by a gun. 

No tombstone 
where an 8-month-child 
was shot 
within his mother 
who fell sideways 
amongst torn fences. 

A teenage girl tied braids 
with barbed wire, 
wore bracelets of steel, 
and stole names from sol- 

diers 
for people in the hills. 

Her own name 
disappeared. 
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