
S A R A H  BURGESS 

a FemlNisT ma 
I have v i o l a t e d  t h e  sacred book 

and I f e e l  good. 

S ick  o f  being dogged 
by your dogma, 

I won ' t  j o i n  t h i s  
herd o f  t e r r i f i e d  sheep, 
won ' t  become a drone 

t o  t h e  drone o f  i n v i o l a b l e  

Refusing t o  comply 
I w i l l  no t  b 

l i k e  a st raw i n  t h e  w ind .  
Won't j o i n  t h i s  happy homey f a  ased on compromising 

Sisterhood can s t i f l e :  
j u s t  another se t  o f  s i g h t l e s s  

clams h i d i n g  i n  a CO 

"No men a l lowed,  t hey  might squash 
our f l i m s y  l i t t l e  hear ts . "  

perpetua t ing  our separateness, 
our Otherness. 

A bunch o f  s tun ted  shrubs 
Leaning on each o the r  f o r  " s t r e n g t h " :  

a grove o f  weakl ings 
c r i p p l e d  by t h e  storm o f  yea rs ,  jealousy guarding t e a r s ,  shackled by f e a r .  

I w o n ' t  be a p a r t  o f  you 
I want t o  be a whole.  

A t a l l ,  t o r n  t r e e  r i s i n g  s o l i t a r y  
new branch reaching h igher  
new r o o t  reaching w ider  

f o r  every sor row.  

gether we a r e  s t rong ,  yes ,  
and together  we s tay  weak. 

o f  s tand ing  together  
we must now stand 

Alone.  

urgess i s  a s tudent  o f  Women's S tud ies  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i c t o r i a .  Her work 
v i o u s l y  appeared i n  The Claremont Review. She i s  c u r r e n t l y  work ing  on d e f i n i n g  

znism f o r  h e r s e l f .  
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