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y Sarah Rnne M i l l s  

L 'auteure f a i t  l 'examen de ses c r i  te res  pour l  es amants e t  decouvre que 
e l l e  demande qu 'e l l es  so ient  des feministes ac t i ves  a l o r s  que pour l e s  
es t  r i e n .  

Walking through the  woods t o  town w i t h  an agenda o f  ca t  food and m a i l ,  I 
recent development i n  an e-mail correspondence. My f r i e n d  Anne and I have been 
w i t h  vary ing degrees of amusement and seriousness, t h e  idea o f  preparing a  l i s  
t h e  question "what am I looking f o r  i n  a  sweetheart?" The l i s t ,  Anne cha l len 
approached w i t h  a  sense o f  i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and can be used t o  help c l a r i f y  
place. I r e j e c t  t h e  idea suggesting t h a t  forming l i s t s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  can l i m i t  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  our imaginat ions.  

As I walk,  I t h i n k  t h a t  the  trUth, i f  the re  i s  such a  t h i n g ,  l i e s  somewhere bet 
merging hues o f  c l a r i t y  and iona-id I resolve t o  const ruc t  such a  l i s t  f o r  
My next correspondence t o  A  i n s  my l i s t .  I send her a  s o l i d  pag 
of such whol ly  unobtainable th ings  as:  " a  person who never f a i l s  t o  su 
w h i l e  o f fe r ing  me a  consistency I can t r u s t ; "  " a  person who can 
blissfullyluxuriatingonthe subtletiesofanyonesquareinchofmy 
me t o  r e l i s h  i n  receiv ing t h i s ; "  and my personal f a v o u r i t e  " a  person 
yet  t e l l s  a l l . "  I end my brainstorming session w i t h  an amused t r i b u  
and ask; "do you t h i n k  I am asking t o o  much?"l 

When const ruc t ing my l i s t ,  I was conscious not t o  t h i n k  o f  anyone i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  but 
rather an anonymous, i dea l i zed ,  unknown person b u i l t  from t r a i t s  t h a t  I f i n d  des i rab le  
r i g h t  now. As w e l l ,  I was very aware o f  t r y i n g  not t o  env is ion a  p a r t i c u l a r  gender. For 
as a  lover  o f  both sexes and genders, I was holding t i g h t  t o  my b e l i e f ,  which I wish were 
t r u e ,  t h a t  my des i re  i s  ob l i v ious  t o  gender l i n e s .  Also,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  want t o  do the  
hard work o f  making two l i s t s  and t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  out  t h e  places where my tangents o f  
des i re  merge and d i ss ipa te  based on s l i ppe ry  and unnamable gender d i s t i n c t i o n s .  So when 
I completed my l i s t  and sent i t o f f ,  I thought ( f a l s e l y )  t h a t  was t h e  end o f  t h a t .  

Resting i n  bed a  few days l a t e r ,  i n  the  company o f  a  newly discovered l o v e r ,  I am whacked 
w i t h a d u l l  thud o f  r e a l i z a t i o n .  Slowly,  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  b u t w i t h a  c e r t a i n t y  I t r u s t ,  I r e a l i z e  
the re  i s  a  d e f i n i t e  d i f f e rence  i n  t h e  l i s t  I would make f o r  a  man and f o r  a  woman. It i s  
abso lu te ly  necessary t h a t  a  woman I adore be a  femin is t  who i s  a c t i v e ,  engaged, and 
c r i t i c a l l y  enraged. Yet t h i s  c r i t e r i a  does not hold t r u e  when i t  comes t o  what I look f o r  
i n  a  sweetheart who i s  a  man. What i s  t h i s  about? 

I n  an a t tempt tod ism issmy  uncomfortable r e a l i z a t i o n  as amat ter  ofsernant ics,  I r e v i s i t  
my o r i g i n a l  l i s t .  I am eager t o  f i n d  evidence the re  o f  a  s o r t  o f  " fem in i s t  essence," t o  
prove t o  myself t h a t  I desired t h e  s p i r i t ,  i f  not t h e  name, o f  feminism a l l  along. And 
I do f i n d  some reassurance, f o r  my l i s t  contains items t h a t  I deem necessary components 
o f  feminism: " a  person who has a  commitment t o  laughter ,  r e f l e c t i o n ,  chal lenge, and work; 
a  person who i s  brave enough t o  respec t fu l l y  challenge a l l  t h a t  i s  r id icu lous- inc lud ing 

mselves and me." And, a  person "who holds a  deep f e l t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  
wledge t h a t  the  world i s  unbel ievably messed up i n  most every way, 

ness t o  s t rugg le  f o r  beauty." 
I f i n d  i n  these words, does l i t t l e  t o  ease my d iscomfor t .  

y  be necessary t o  feminism, they are i n s u f f i c i e n t .  Feminis 
e  constructed, yet  i t  would not have been i f  I had imagined 
n  a  thud o f  f u r t h e r  questions: what does it mean t o  be 
par t  o f  what I desire? What am I assuming and expect in 
body and mind r e s i s t  t h e  hard work o f  these unanswer 
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nne had i n  mind when she i nsp i red  me t o  w r i t e  t h i s  

I n  t h e  next few days I do a  l o t  o f  wa l k ing ,  and my 
thoughts d r i f t  t o  these quest ions .  I f a  " f e m i n i s t  
essenceJJ were t o  be found i n  my l i s t ,  i t  would inc lude 
such t h i n g s  as :  a  person who engages w i t h  a l l  t h a t  i s  
p e r s o n a l a s i n f o r m e d b y a n d f o r m i n g a l a r g e r s o c i o p o l i t i -  
c a l  r e a l i t y ;  a  person who chal lenges a l l  t h a t  i s  known 
and imagined f o r  s t a i n s  o f  oppression;  a  personwhomakes 
them s e l f  vu lne rab le  t o  c r i t i q u e ,  chaIJenge, and 
t rans fo rma t ion ;  a  person who takes < r i s k s  and asks 
d i f f i c u l t  quest ions ;  a  person who doesg<he hard p r a c t i c a l  
work o f  impact ing change, knowing i t  w i Z l  never be 
" r i g h t J J ;  a  person who knows t h e r e  i s  no one s t o r y  t o  be 
t o l d ;  a  person who devotes t h e i r  l i f e  t o  unrave l ing  t h e  
gendered con t rad i c t i ons  o f  t h i s  wor ld  and how they  
i n t e r s e c t  w i t h  race,  c l a s s ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  and a l l  other 
c r i t e r i a  used t o  d i v i d e  people; and a  person who works 
t o  r e l i n q u i s h  power over .  But i n  my pu rsu i t  t o  be gender 
n e u t r a l ,  these t h i n g s  were absent from my l i s t .  

As I wa lk ,  I wonder, does t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I inc lude " femin is tJ '  i n  my c r i t e r i a  f o r  women 
and not  f o r  men suggest t h a t  I do not  expect men t o  be fem in i s t s?  At what l e v e l  do I not  
expect engagement? I s  i t  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d iscourse,  o r  s o c i a l  networking,  o r  i s  i t  a t  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and problemat ics o f  feminism? Does t h i s  mean t h a t  I accept more 
c rap from men than I do from women? Or j us t  crap o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t y ?  Do I expect on l y  
womentobefemin is ts?  I f t h i s i s s o ,  w e a r e a l l  i n t r o u b l e .  W h a t d o I e x p e c t t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between men and feminism t o  be? Th ink ing  over these quest ions ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  I do 
not  expect t h e  men i n  my l i f e  t o  t ake  on t h e  f i g h t s  o f  feminism, though I am g r a t e f u l  when 
they  do. Yet  I expect and demand no l e s s  from women. T h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  does not  r e s t  w e l l .  

Why i s  t h i s  s imple ,  now obvious,  r e a l i z a t i o n  so u n s e t t l i n g  t o  me? Perhaps because i t  
demands i n t r o s p e c t i o n  about what I t o l e r a t e ,  f a c i l i t a t e ,  and perpetuate i n  my i n t i m a t e  

nswi thmen.  ItinspiresmetoexaminethedifferentwaysI i n t e r a c t w i t h ,  anddes i re ,  
women. It chal lenges me t o  engage w i t h  t h e  conversat ions I avo id ,  and t o  s t a t e  
erns I have l e f t  unsaid w i t h  t h e  men t h a t  I love .  It reeks o f  my own self-compromise 

me f l u s h  a t  how i n t i m a t e  t h e  demands o f  f e m i n i s t  p o l i t i c s  a r e ,  and how much work 

I sent Anne an amendment t o  my previous l e t t e r .  I included t h e  word " femin is t "  
o f  paradoxical  c r i t e r i a  f o r  what I look f o r  i n  a  sweetheart. Now, I w i l l  walk 

more and t h i n k  about t h e  uncer ta in  nature ,  problematics and poss ib le  b e n e f i t s  
. And as I reach my home and greet  my sweet l o v e r ,  perhaps I w i l l  engage 
nerable work o f  t a l k i n g  w i t h  him about feminism. 

nsient house s i t t e r  and student o f  women's studies on Vancouver 
nd an unraveler o f  contradict ions who i s  con t inua l l y  f i n  

t i r e d  and inspired. 

uch." Not A Pret ty  G i r l .  B u f f a l o :  Righteous Babe Prod 
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