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Cet a r t i c l e  raconte comment Zes malentendantes 
af fectees par l a  p6nurie d ' interpretes.  

qui resident au nord 

We are young Deaf womyn who were born fem in i s t s .  We want t o  speak o u t .  We want t o  educate 
t h e  wor ld f o r  our f u t u r e  Deaf c h i l d r e n  and pave t h e  path f o r  those who w i l l  f o l l o w .  
Unfor tunate ly ,  a bar r icade was b u i l t  centur ies  ago and we a re  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  t e a r  it down; 
a bar r icade t h a t  was imposed on us by t h e  hearing wor ld ,  by t h e  bureaucra t ic  government, 
and by an ignorant  soc ie t y .  It i s  a bar r icade t h a t  stands before  a col lapsed br idge t o  
communication. 

P i c tu re  t h i s :  Susan,l a young Deaf womyn, i s  g e t t i n g  marr ied .  At t h e  recept 
squirms i n  her seat next t o  her husband who i s  hear ing,  g lanc ing a t  t h e  crowd 
before he r .  They laugh du r ing  t k Q e s t  man's t o a s t .  Susan doesn' t  laugh. She 
acknowledge t h e  laughter b q t  lbt$&&hg! pepson's remarks. You know why? None o f  t h  
Sign Language (ASL) i n t e r p r e t e r s  w k e  a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  day. 

T h i s  could a c t u a l l y  happen. Susan, whose wedding i s  t a k i n g  place t h i s  summer, can not 
f i n d  an i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  Northern On ta r io  where she l i v e s .  I am Susan's maid o f  honour and 
I w o u l d a l s o l i k e a n i n t e r p r e t e r a t t h e w e d d i n g ,  s o I t o o k o v e r t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f f i n d i n g  
one. As I w r i t e  t h i s  paper, I am doing a c a l l  f o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  here i n  Southern On ta r io  
and hope t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one i n t e r p r e t e r  would be w i l l i n g  t o  come up North f o r  a day. Susan 
shou ld  n o t  be denied a s ign language i n t e r p r e t e r  a t  her own wedding. I n  e f f e c t ,  

i s  denying her r i g h t  t o  know what i s  going on,  and her r i g h t  t o  enjoy 
her day. Unfor tunate ly ,  t h i s  i s  not  new. Society has been denying her 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  accessible communication s ince she was born. 

There are  so many issues t h a t  Deaf womyn have t o  deal w i t h  and 
cen t ra l  t o  a l l  these issues i s  communication. Among those issues i s  
something every Deaf community i n  Canada s u f f e r s  f rom:a  shortage 
o f ,  o r  more accu ra te l y ,  a l ack  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  As a consequence, 
Deaf womyn have l i m i t e d  or  no access t o  t h e  medical ,  l e g a l ,  and 
educational system. 

There has been a great  deal o f  advocacy f o r  t h e  need o f  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  Southern On ta r io ,  however, Northern On ta r iohas  
been severely neglected.  I l i v e d  i n  Nor th  Bay f o r  f i v e  years 
and dur ing t h a t  t ime ,  I became ve ry  invo lved i n  a c t i v i s t  work. 
I worked w i t h  people on many d i f f e r e n t  issues:  gay and lesb ian  
issues,  d i s a b i l i t y  issues,  womyn's issues,  and o f  course,  
Deaf issues.  During t h e  t i m e  I l i v e d  i n  North Bay, I s t a r t i n g  
using i n t e r p r e t e r s  a t  meetings, conferences, and even a t  
weddings. However, these events occurred e i t h e r  i n  Toronto 
or  Sudbury where the re  were i n t e r p r e t e r s  a v a i l a b l e .  I n  
North Bay, I o f t e n  sa t  through meetings w i thou t  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r  t r y i n g  c o n t r i b u t e  what I cou ld .  Normally, I 
would w a i t  f o r  someoneto cueme and askmewhat I t h o u g h t .  
Almost every t ime  they asked f o r  i n p u t ,  I would have t o  
ask what t h e  d iscuss ion was about.  

I can count on one hand how many i n t e r p r e t e r s  we had 
i n  t h e  Nor th .  T ry ing  t o  get  an i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  come t o  
a meeting i n  North Bay was a l o s t  cause. I n t e r p r e t e r s  
frcnn Sudbury were o f t e n  booked up f o r  i n - c i t y  events 
and needed t o  be booked a t  t h e  ve ry  l e a s t  two weeks 

i n  advance f o r  a l l  events ,  and espec ia l l y  f o r  out-of  - c i t y  
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. To remedy t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  videoconferencing was se t  up recen t l y  i n  Norther 
Canadian Hearing Soc ie ty  ( C H S )  i n  Sudbury t o  connect w i t h  other c i t i e s  t 

o .  I n t e r p r e t e r s  f rom Sudbury could thus  go o n l i n e  and i n t e r p r e t  f o r  a De 
a t  a meeting i n  t h e  CHS O f f i c e  i n  North Bay. T h i s  i s  a good s tep t o  removing commu 
b a r r i e r s  f o r  theNorthernDeafcommunity. However, thevideoconferencing i s  o n l y a v a i l  
f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  i n  t h e  CHS o f f i c e s .  Very o f t e n  we go t o  a c t i v i s t  meetings or  confer  
i n  smal ler  c i t i e s  l i k e  Sunridge o r  Muskoka where i t would be impossib le t o  ge 
i n t e r p r e t e r .  Three reasons account f o r  t h i s :  t h e  meeting or  conference could not  a f f o  
t o  pay an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  was booked, o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  could not t r a v e l  t h a  
f a r .  We would be ob l iged t o  s i t  through meetings r e l y i n g  on computerized note- taking o 
a f r i e n d  who knew s ign  language ( l i k e  asking a f i r s t - y e a r  medical student t o  perform hea 
surgery) ,  o r  w i t h  nothing but  t h e  vague we o f  making some sense o f  what was going o 

ASL i n t e r p r e t e r s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  c r e a t i w  a s ign ing environment where we can 
ourselves f r e e l y ,  where we can exerc ise  our r i g h t  t o  educate ourselves and peopl 
us ,  and s imply t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  Whi le  I was l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Bay, these r i g h t s  we 
We had p r o t e s t s ,  conferences, and meetings w i t h  representa t ives  f rom t 
government, a l l  concerning a c c e s s i b i l i t y  f o r  Deaf and Hard o f  Hearing communit 
t h e  government t o  t ake  a c t i o n  on an issue t h a t  was long neglected i n  
Northern On ta r i o  but  they d i d  noth ing .  

I organized a press conference l a s t  year i n  North Bay which had 
a representa t ive  panel o f  Deaf womyn and men who shared t h e i r  
experiences about l ack  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  t h e  North.  One Deaf 
womyn, Chloe, had a cha l leng ing experience w i t h  t h e  cou r t s  
regarding custody o f  her two c h i l d r e n .  She had requested on a 
number o f  occasions t h a t  ASL i n t e r p r e t e r s  be provided dur ing  t h e  
cour tproceed ings.  The cou r t s  r e f u s e d t o p a y f o r a n  i n t e r p r e t e r .  
Chloe was forced t o  proceed w i thou t  i n t e r p r e t e r s  a t  t h e  custody 
hear ing f o r  her two c h i l d r e n .  Miscommunications occurred and 
as a r e s u l t ,  Chloe l o s t  custody o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  I f  the re  had 
been an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  might have turned out  
d i f f e r e n t l y .  Chloe may have had a chance t o  express he rse l f  
and t h e  case may have ended i n  her f avou r .  Chloe went on 
f i g h t i n g  f o r  years before s h e f i n a l l y g a i n e d p a r t i a l  custody 

c h i l d r e n .  However, t h i s  e n t i r e  ordeal  was not 
r y .  She had a r i g h t  t o  have an i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  t h e  
She had a r i g h t  t o  request a delay u n t i l  an 
e t e r  was provided.  Ins tead,  t h e  j u d i c i a l  system, 

and the government o f f i c i a l s  forced her t o  proceed and 
f a l l  prey t o  i n j u s t i c e .  

Education i n  t h e  North f o r  Deafwomynandmenhas been 
@&&+challenging. Stephanie, f o r  example, de- 3 

ed t o  m8v t o  nor thern  On ta r i o  t o  at tend u n i v e r s i t y  
*4 b e c a p e  he community su i ted  h e r ; i t  was small and # v H r ~ ~ & l y ~ " m  i l e  she was studying f o r  her B.A. 

ychh:ogyc  she s imul taneously prepared f o r  
:@q4r '4 o l b g e  o f fe red  a t  t h e  same u n i v e r s i t y .  
Du&in'&r BB. program, Stephanie used a compu- 
t e w d  g$e-taker system. La te r ,  Stephanie 
dec~ 'c&b t%t she wanted ASL i n t e r p r e t e r s  f o r  t h e  
Bachelor of Education Program. She asked t h e  Special 
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Needs Counsellor w e l l  i n  advance t o  t r y  and r e c r u i t  

does not need t o  know). However, she said she would do he 
When Stephanie checked p e r i o d i c a l l y  f o r  updates, t h e  cou 

none. 
The government should have intervened and helped t h e  Special Needs 

not .  Stephanie was t o l d  t h a t  serv ices  are be t te r  i n  Southern On ta r io  

was amazed a t  t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  serv ices t h a t  were o f fe red  i n  

and community i n  t h e  North,  and plan t o  stay t h e r e  f o r  a  long t ime  t o  come. 
I n  t h e  medical system, b a r r i e r s  s t i l l  cont inue t o  b u i l d  w h i l e  we f i g h t  t o  remov 

and i n t e r p r e t  t h e  conversatidfi:@ewqen t h e  womyn and t h e  personnel? Nex 
abused womyn, not  on ly  does sh$141pv~~*%& surv ive  t h e  abuse she receives f r  
but t h e  neglect  abuse from t h e  sys$em t h a t  i s  supposed t o  provide her w i t h  
they g i ve  her a  pen and paper. Deaf womyn i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  o f t e n  use 
a  l a s t  r e s o r t .  Miscommunications o f t e n  occur and t h i n g s  can go awry. Deaf 
t o  change t h a t .  We are f i g h t i n g  along w i t h  o thers  i n  t h e  Deaf commun 
hosp i ta l s  enforce p o l i c i e s  where i n t e r p r e t e r s  w i l l  be ca l l ed  when De 

U P  - 
Like youngwomen everywhere, young D e a f w o m y n a r e a l s o d e a l i n g w i t h  cont inu ing i n e q u i t i e s  

i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Our s t rugg le  t o  de f i ne  our re la t i onsh ips  w i t h i n  t h e  Deaf and hearing 
communities makes our b a t t l e s  t h a t  much harder.We a re  f i g h t i n g  t o  be recognized as womyn 
w i t h  r i g h t s ,  but a l s o ,  we are f i g h t i n g  t o  be recognized as Deaf womyn w i t h  r i g h t s .  The 
lack  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s  undermines young Deaf womyn's at tempts t o  achieve 
equ i tab le  access a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  soc ie t y ,  and t h i s  i s  an issue t h a t  must no longer be 
ignored. 

Th i s  a r t i c l e  i s  designed t o  pa in t  on ly  a  microcosmic p i c t u r e  o f  what i s  happening i n  
t h e  faces o f  Deaf womyn i n  northern Ontar io .  To t h i s  day, I can s t i l l  count on one hand 
how many i n t e r p r e t e r s  we have. We w i l l  not move because o f  t h e  lack  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  We 
w i l l  not move because t h e  government or  agencies cont inue t o  say they do not  have t h e  money. 
Wi th  or  w i thout  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  our hands w i l l  cont inue t o  s ign  w i t h  such passion w h i l e  we 
f i g h t  f o r  our r i g h t  t o  a  f a i r  and accessible educat ion,  w h i l e  we f i g h t  f o r  f a i r  working 
cond i t i ons ,  w h i l e  we f i g h t  f o r  a  be t te r  l i f e ,  w h i l e  we f i g h t  f o r  zero to le rance  on v io lence 
against  womyn, w h i l e  we f i g h t  f o r  our r i g h t  t o  be heard. Whi le  we are  f i g h t i n g  f o r  our 

i g h t s ,  we are a l s o  s t r i v i n g  and pushing our way through t h e  soc ia l ly -const ruc ted tangled 
eb o f  oppression and d i sc r im ina t i on ,  t e a r i n g  down t h e  barr icades t o  b u i l d  piece by piece 
br idge t o  communication-the br idge t o  roads we have a  r i g h t  t o  walk on. 

S a 25-year-old Deaf womyn who wi l l soon be graduating from the York 
c u l t y  o f  Education and w i l  1 pursue fu r ther  studies a t  York t o  become a teacher 
Hard-of-Hearing ch i ldren.  Michel 1e has been very involved as 

sues t ha t  are o f  concern t o  the Deaf Community, womyn, pe 
thegay, lesbian, andbisexual community. Michel le  i s  current1 

' S  Anti -Violence Speaker ' S  Bureau formed by the Metro Ac t io  
Women and Chi Z dren (MEJRAC), Deaf Womyn Against Violence 
nal Action Committee on the Status o f  Women (NAC) on issues concern 

men w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  

1 yn presented i n  t h i s  paper are  f i c t i o n a l .  
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