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by Lauren Anderson 

L 'au teure  nous dit pourquoi eZZe se d e f i n i t  comme f e m i n i s t e .  

I have put  her i n  my box, I have def ined her by my means, and now sh 
because o f  me. " 

-Br ian McBay, " F i r s t  Founda 

I t ' s  Wednesday a f te rnoon,  and i t ' s  snowing o u t s i d e ,  and I ' v e  go t  a  f i n a l  exam i n  l e s s  
t han  48 hours ,  bu t  am I studying? 

Of course n o t .  
Un fo r tuna te l y ,  I ' m  t o o  angry t o  s tudy .  I ' m  sad t o  admit  i t ,  bu t  my blood i s  s t i l  

over something t h a t  happened l a s t  evening w h i l e  I was having d i n n e r .  I sa t  dow 
my f r i e n d  N i c k ,  a  computer s t u d i e s  major ,  who ended up spending much o f  t h e  meal d  
t h e  s t u p i d i t y  and f u t u r e  job,b2essn~ss 05 t h e  a r t s  majors a t  t h e  t a b l e .  Al though I ' l l  admit  
i t annoyedmetosome degree, I 'vegottensomewhatusedto r i b b i n g  f r o m t h e s c i e n c e ,  computer 
s t u d i e s ,  and eng ineer ing  sc ience s tudents  on campus he re ;  you c a n ' t  go t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Water loo and major i n  Eng l i sh  w i t h o u t  expec t ing  t o  be t h e  b u t t  o f  some jokes €my c u r r e n t  
personal f a v o u r i t e  i s  a c t u a l l y  q u i t e  c l e v e r :  "What i s  t h e  l i m i t  o f  a  Bachelor of Science 
i n  math as your GPA approaches zero? ... A Bachelor of  A r t s ! " ) .  Of course,  us a r t s i e s  have t o  
pretend t h a t  we ' re  annoyed o r  t h e  mathies l i k e  Nick assume t h a t  we r e a l l y  a r e  as s t u p i d  
as t h e y  make us o u t  t o  be, so I made an been oh-so-w i t ty -and-c lever  comment ( t h a t  I d o n ' t  
remember a t  t h i s  p o i n t )  t o  which N ick  responded i n  t r u l y  s t e l l a r  f o rm :  

"You'd b e t t e r  watch i t  I ' m  no t  a f r a i d  t o  h i t  a  g i r l ! "  
Of course ,  I responded t o  t h i s  by s m i l i n g  c u t e l y  and say ing ,  "Perhaps you should be a f r a i d  

o f  t h i s  one. She would v e r y  l i k e l y  h i t  you back." 
And N i ck ,  who must have been p u l l i n g  a  Cyrano de Bergerac w i t h  a  neanderthal  s i x th -g rade  

i n t e l l e c t ,  met my eyes,  r a i sed  h i s  eyebrows, and s a i d ,  "Ooooh. A  f i g h t e r .  T h a t ' s  ho t . "  
And so you can see why I ' m  angry.  Or perhaps you c a n ' t .  I can 100 percent  understand i f  

you c a n ' t .  About t h i s  t i m e  l a s t  y e a r ,  a  f r i e n d  of  mine t o l d  me her s i s t e r ,  who was away 
o b t a i n i n g  a  post-secondary educat ion ,  was major ing  i n  women's s t u d i e s ,  and I had a  good 
chuck le .  "Why on e a r t h  would anyone want t o  major i n  women's studies?" I asked my f r i e n d ,  
p i c t u r i n g  a  ha i r y - l egged ,  b i t c h y ,  l e s b i a n  s te reo type ,  

S ince  t h e n ,  I have decided t o  do my minor i n  women's s t u d i e s .  Before I con t i nue ,  though,  
i t  i s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h a t  I d o n ' t e x a c t l y f i t t h e  stereotypeof thewomen'ss tud ies s tudent  
I had imagined.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  I ' m  no t  t o o  b i t c h y ,  I am not  ha i ry - legged ( w e l l ,  maybe 
a  l i t t l e ,  bu t  i t  i s  o u t  of sheer l az iness  ra the r  t han  on p r i n c i p l e ) ,  and I am no t  a  l e s b i a n .  

do ,  however, have a  ra the r  shocking confess ion  t o  make, a  l i t t l e  coming o u t  o f  t h e  c l o s e t  

I am a  f e m i n i s t .  
Okay, so t e l l i n g  you wasn ' t  q u i t e  as awfu l  as I expected.  I knew you'd understand.  

ow, you might  be cu r i ous  as t o  why I am what I s a i d  I am. I have never been t h e  v i c t i m  
rassment, o r  abuse. I have never t r i e d  t o  have an i l l e g a l  a b o r t i o n ,  

m u t i l a t e d ,  o r  been passed over f o r  a  job  because I am a  woman and not  
a  f e m i n i s t  because i t  i s  "cool"  o r  because I have been t h e  
r imes aga ins t  humanity. I am a  f e m i n i s t  because o f  t h e  173 s o l v e  

o f  which more t han  two t h i r d s  o f  those were committed b  
t i c s  Canada; D u f f y ) .  I am a  f e m i n i s t  because i n  B r i t a i  
i t  i s  l e g a l  f o r  a  r a p i s t ,  defending h i m s e l f ,  t o  keep 

s stand f o r  hours ,  and sometimes days,  on end, f o r c i n g  
t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  ques t ions .  I am a  f e m i n i s t  because t h e r e  a r e  women 

t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  l u s t s  o f  t h e  man hungry f o r  a  20- inch 
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W 
I am n o t  a  man-hater ,  

and I would never be so 
h y p o c r i t i c a l  a s t o c l a i m  
t h a t  a l l  men a r e  abu- 
s i v e ,  t h a t  a l l  men a r e  
s e l f i s h ,  t h a t  a l l  men 
a r e  i n s e n s i t i v e  barbar -  
i a n s .  I l o v e  t h e  men i n  
my l i f e  and I w i l l  never 

rang v e r y  t r u e  w i  
There  i s  a  CO 

s t a t e  o f  f e a r  an 
ness t h a t  women l 
t h a t  c a n ' t  be exp 
away. I f  a woman 
w o r r i e d  a b o u t  

s t o p  be ing  g r a t e f u l  t o  
them f o r  t h e  l o v e  and r e s p e c t  t h e y  s  a b l e  t o  t e l l  you e v e r y t h i n g  
t o  me. her  p h y s i c a l  appearance 

Nonethe less ,  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  s  ng i n  t h e  m i r r o r .  
S t a t i s t i c s  Canada r e p o r t s  Both men and women e x p l a i n  

sexua l  v i o l e n c e  o r  harassment p r e s s i o n  by say ing  t h a t  as N 
m inu tes  i n  Canada. N i n e t y  per c  men, we a r e  f r e e  t o  make c h o i c e s ,  
a r e  a g a i n s t  women. It i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  how we w i l l  a c t ,  and how we w i l l  d r e  
t h i r t y  per c e n t  o f  women w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n  we w i l l  be and why. I agree w i t h  t h a t  
Canada a r e  abused, s e x u a l l y ,  p h y s i c a l l y ,  and e x t e n t .  I am f o r t u n a t e  t o l i v e  i n  a c o u n t r y w h e r e  
o f t e n  b o t h  ( D u f f y )  and by t h e  t i m e  a Canadian 
woman has c a l l e d  t h e  p o l i c e  t o  r e p o r t  a  domest ic  
a s s a u l t ,  she has ,  on average ,  a l r e a d y  been 
a s s a u l t e d  30 t i m e s  ( B e a t t y ) .  

The U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e p o r t s t h a t  approx imate ly  
5,000 women w o r l d  w i d e  a r e  k i l l e d  each year  by 
t h e i r  husbands over  dowry d i s p u t e s .  It i s  
shock ing  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  most common method men 

I have t h e  r i g h t  t o m a k e  cho ices  about  my f u t u r e .  
I have chosen t h e  p l a c e  where I w i l l  t a k e  my 
post-secondary e d u c a t i o n ,  I have chosen my 
m a j o r ,  and I ' m  s u r e  a t  some p o i n t  I w i l l  be i n  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  choose whether o r  n o t  t o  be 
m a r r i e d ,  where I w i l l  have my c a r e e r ,  and i f  and 
when I w i l l  become a mother .  But a t  t h e  same 
t i m e ,  I have a l s o  chosen t o  kneel  on t h e  f l o o r  

use t o  k i l l  t h e i r  w i v e s  i s  t o  douse them w i t h  i n  t h e  t i n y  bathroom o f  my p l a c e  o f  employment, 
a  f lammable substance and l i g h t  them on f i r e  w i t h  my f i n g e r  down my t h r o a t ,  t r y i n g  t o  f o r c e  
( D u f f y ) .  S t a t i s t i c i a n s  i n  I n d i a  f e a r  t h a t  as mysel f  t o  v o m i t  t h e  l u n c h  I had j u s t  e a t e n .  I 
many as 11,000 I n d i a n  b r i d e s  over  a th ree-year  have chosen t o  wear jeans t i g h t  enough t h a t  I 
period'gi ,&he beg inn ing  o f  t h e  ' 9 0 s  were k i l l e d  

o commit s u i c i d e  by t h e i r  husbands 
d i n g  an adequate dowry.  I n  S i e r r a  
c i v i l  war i s  s t i l l  r a g i n g ,  women 

have been raped by t h e  thousands and many have 
been f o r c e d  t o  become t h e  " w i f e "  o r  sexual  
p a r t n e r  o f  her  r a p i s t  ( F a r r u g i a ) .  

c o u n t r i e s  have 

w o r k ,  t o  have a ca reer  o r  
d  t o  choose t o  be c h i l d l e s s ,  
unmarr ied w i t h  a c h i l d .  

equal  i n  t h e  eyes o f  t h e  
oppressed,  and t h e r e  i s  

no d e n s @  i t ,  D iFranco ,  i n  her  song t i t l e d  
"Swing,"describedbeingawoman as  be ing  "weary 
as w a t e r  i n  a f a u c e t  l e f t  d r i p p i n g ,  w i t h  an 

had t r o u b l e  l e a n i n g  over  t o  do up t h e  p l a t f o r m  
shoes I would l a t e r  have t r o u b l e  w a l k i n g  i n .  I 
have chosen t o  c a l l  male f r i e n d s  t o  e s c o r t  me 
home f r o m  c l a s s e s ,  f r o m  p a r t i e s ,  f r o m  w o r k ,  
because I was a f r a i d  o f  w a l k i n g  home on my own. 

I made t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  and I w o n ' t  pretend 
o t h e r w i s e ,  b u t  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  i t r e a l l y  makes me 
wonder why on e a r t h  people cons ider  women t o  be 
f r e e  f r o m  oppress ion  when we s t i l l  make cho ices  
l i k e  t h a t ,  because i f  we were honest  w i t h  
o u r s e l v e s ,  we would admi t  t h a t  t h e y  a r  
r e a l l y  cho ices  a t  a l l .  I f  you cons ide  
c h o i c e s ,  be s e r i o u s  f o r  a  moment. Who 
choosetowearawaytheiroesophagus, t h e e  
o f  t h e i r  t e e t h ,  and t h e i r  d i g n i t y  by i n d u c i n g  
v o m i t i n g  a f t e r  e a t i n g ?  Who would choose t o  wear 
pants so t i g h t  as t o  i n h i b i t  r e g u l a r  movement, 
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e a t i n g ,  even breath ing? Who would ra the r  make t h e  cho ice  f r i e n d s  and be a  

A  study o f  h i g h  school s tudents  i n  Saskatoon, Saskatchew 

lways used t o  be a  f i v e  o r  a  seven, so they  buy a  f i v e  o r  a  seven even i f  i t  d  
hey c a n ' t  bear t h e  thought  o f  buying t h e  next  s i z e  up." 

Means More Beer," and "No Means T i e  Me Up" ( D u f f y ) .  F i f t y - o n e  per cent  o f  a  
o f  un ivers i ty -aged males reported t h a t  t h e r e  was "some l i k e l i h o o d "  t h a t  t h  

was a l r i g h t  f o r  a  young man t o  f o r c e  a  young woman t o  have sexual i n t e r c o u r s e  
i f  she had been a  "tease" and had go t t en  him sexua l l y  aroused ( D u f f y ) .  

t l e  b i t  funny .  I am a  f e m i n i s t  because "some 
l i k e l i h o o d "  i s  some f e m i n i s t  because, l i k e  I s a i d ,  we a l l  make 
cho ices .  

namely, t h a t  we a c t  t h e  way we do because our gender r o l e s  d e f i n e  us ,  and t h a t  because boys 
w i l l  be boys, some g i r l s  w i l l  con t inue t o  l i v e  i n  f e a r  o f  t h e i r  husbands and f a t h e r s ,  t ake  
l a x a t i v e s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  we igh t ,  and l i v e  l i v e s  t h a t  aredetermined by t h e  men they  know. 
I f  i t happens a t  a l l ,  i t  happens t o o  much. 

We a l l  make cho ices .  I chose t o  ge t  angry over what happened a t  d inner  yesterday evening.  
I may t o l e r a t e  being t h e  b u t t  o f  a r t s  f a c u l t y  jokes a t  d i nne r t ime ,  and even laugh a  l i t t l e  
because a f t e r  a l l ,  t hey  a r e  p r e t t y  funny ... bu t  I w i l l  not  t o l e r a t e  being t h e  b u t t  o f  gender 
jokes.  And I w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  no t  t o l e r a t e  v i o l e n c e  aga ins t  women i n  any f o rm .  Why should anyone 
be expected t o ?  

Lauren Anderson i s  a young f e m i n i s t  c u r r e n t l y  s tudy ing  Eng l i sh  and women's s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Water loo .  
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