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DONNA J. GELAGOTIS LEE 

Residency at the Island Clinic 

I wait, like an object, in the plastic chair 
beside the open door that frames the sea, 
rocks tumbling to its lips. 
The room has two doors and both are open 
and the sea breeze fills the space. 
I notice the table, the implements on the table, 
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I feel my stomach begin to turn as I realize 
suddenly 

that the blood is dried and that a fly is 
inspecting the implements, 

all laid out in the open like the sea and its 
many instruments. 

The doctor walks in through one of those 
doors from the street 

and I think: she is younger than me. She 
instructs that it's nothing, 

that it happens on the islands this time of year: 
I t h i i  I've never heard 

of a virus that pounds the side of your head at 
certain times of the year 

and on certain islands but I am happy to be 
leaving the room full of implements, 

happy to have them remain there on the table 
untouched, 

on their white linen, like objects to be admired, 
beside an open door. 
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