
This issue is devoted to Canadian scholarship and creative 
work on lesbian, bisexual, queer, and transsexual1 
transgender sexualities. The articles, submitted by schol- 
ars, writers, researchers, and community workers from 
across Canada, grapple with contradictions and tensions 
including the contemporary possibilities and limits of 
identity and identification, the complexities of "inclu- 
sion" (i.e., through state recognition of same sex relation- 
ships), the necessity and problematics of anti-homopho- 
bia education, and the complicated ways in which sexual 
and gender outlaw identities are claimed, refused, negoti- 
ated, and desired. Current debates and concerns focus on 
defamilarizing gay identities, exposing fundamentalist 
excesses (such as "reparative" therapies), and critiquing 
the attitudes within our own communities that sometimes 
recreate existing prejudices: western centricity, urban 
superiority, gender binaries, and women's oppression. 

We have arranged the articles into four (overlapping) 
categories: state affairs, theory, identities and perform- 
ance. These represent a plethora of concerns such as the 
need to queer violence against women, to propagate non- 
sexed language, to critique the socio-scientific construc- 
tion of sexual difference, and to reclaim two-spiritedness 
as a culturally specific term. Many writers highlight 
transnationalism, disability rights, class analyses, and anti- 
racism as integral to local and international queer struggles 
for legal rights, privileges and protections. 

One theme that emerges between the covers of this 
volume is how LGBQT folk are negotiating ways to 
preserve a radical politics of difference at a time in which 
the Canadian state is engaged in legitimizing some ver- 
sions of gay and lesbian relationships through initiatives 
such as same-sex marriage legislation. As Heather Davis 
comments wryly-after decades of feminist warnings 
about the patriarchal purpose of marriage-she is now 

encouraged to imagine gay marriage as a "new freedom 
and right for queer people and lesbians." Other contribu- 
tors wrestle with how mainstream institutions such as the 
family, fertility services, assisted reproductive technolo- 
gies (ARTS), media, and higher education must be con- 
tinually critiqued and queered to avoid what Rachel 
Epstein calls, in reference to queer parenting, a "one-size- 
fits-all" approach. 

What is noteworthy about this issue in particular is that 
it captures something crucial about the contemporary 
moment of gender and sexuality debates in Canada-not 
only as these are lived by those who identify outside of the 
norms in some way, but also as they are being written and 
engaged on a broader public stage. We received numerous 
articles on transgender and transsexual issues, for example, 
but none whatsover on bisexuality. A quick glance at the 
CWS/Cfspecial issue on "lesbians and politics" (published 
in 1996) offers insight into the difference of a decade: 
while debates around gay marriage and parenting are a 
feature strength of the issue you hold in your hands, in 
1996 they barely existed. We might note too the change 
of naming: while a decade ago it was possible to title an 
issue singularly around the identity of "lesbian" (even as 
that was taken up as a contested term across the issue 
itselfl, such a title no longer captures the complex and 
complicated ways in which sex, gender, sexuality, embodi- 
ment, desire, and politics are lived. And yet, too, we see 
that some of the same struggles remain: in both issues, 
there are grappling with public policies, education, the 
politics ofvisibility and the fragile terrain ofwho is seen to 
matter under the sign of sexed identities. 

As we take account of this moment, it's clear that there 
are changes to applaud and much work still to be done. We 
hope that this issue provides a lively and productive 
opening into further engagement. 
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Ce numkro des Cahiers de lafemme /CWS est consacrk 
aux recherches et crkations qui touchent les lesbiennes, 
les bisexuelles, les (( queer et les sexualitks (( trans n. Les 
articles soumis par chercheures, kcrivaines et animatrices 
communautaires B travers le Canada se sont intkresskes 
aux contradictions et tensions sans oublier les possibilitks 
et les limites contemporaines de I'identitk et de 
l'orientation sexuelles. Elles ont abordk les complexitks 
de I'inclusion, (i.e., la reconnaissance des relations de 
m&me sexe par l'etat), la nkcessitk et les problkmatiques 
autour d'une education anti-homophobique et des 
identitts sexuelles et des genres qui sont B la fois acclarnkes, 
refustes, nkgocikes et souhaitkes. Les dkbats actuels et les 
inquittudes se doivent de dkfamiliariser les orientations 
homosexuelles, d'exposer les excts fondamentalistes 
comme les therapies rkparatrices, de critiquer les atti- 
tudes B l'intkrieur de nos propres communautks qui 
quelque fois recrkent les prkjugks existants comme le 
centralisme occidental, la supkriorit6 urbaine, la binaritk 
des genres et I'oppression des femmes. 

Nous avons partagk les articles en quatre catkgories qui 
se chevauchent: les affaires d'etat, la thkorie, les orientations 
et la performance. O n  retrouve dans ces themes une 
panoplie de questions tels le besoin de laviolence (( queer n 
contre les femmes, la creation d'un langage moins sexiste, 
lacritique du socio-constructivisme de ladiffkrence sexuelle 
et la rkclamation de la bi-spiritualitk comme terme 
spkcifique d'une culture. Plusieurs chercheures ont mis en 
lumitre le transnationalisme, les droits des handicapkes, 
les analyses de classe et d'anti-racisme comme ktant partie 
intkgrante du combat))queerr pour les droits, privileges et 
protection au niveau local et international. 

Un theme qui Emerge des pages de ce Cahier concerne 
les individues LGBTQ qui tentent de prkserver leur 
politique radicale de la diffkrence B un moment oh le 
Canada est engagt dans la lkgislation des relations homo- 

sexuelles par le biais du mariage homosexuel. Comme 
Heather Davis le commente ironiquement, elle lance un 
avertissement B propos du but patriarcal du mariage: le 
mariage homosexuel seral'occasion d'une (( nouvelle libertk 
et des droits pour les ((queerset lesbiennes D. D'autres 
articles dkbattent les questions sur la famille, les services de 
fertilitk, les technologies de reproduction assistte, les 
medias et I'kducation supkrieure et assurent que ces insti- 
tutions doivent &tre constarnment critiqukes afin d'kiter 
ce que Rachel Epstein appelle en ~a r l an t  des parents 
(( queer )) le modtle d'une taille unique )) pour toutes. 

Ce qui est remarquable dans ce numkro en ~articulier, 
c'est la place que les dkbats sexuels et genrks occupent en 
quelque sorte au Canada, mais surtout leur prtsence sur la 
place publique. Nous avons r e p  de nombreux articles sur 
le transgenre et les transexuelles par exemple, mais aucun 
sur la bisexualitk. Un coup d'oeil dans le numkro des 
Cahierspublik en 1996 sur Lesbiennes et politique r offre 
une tout autre perception sur cette dkcennie: alors que les 
dkbats sur la parentalit6 et le mariage homosexuels sont en 
force dans ce prksent numkro, il n'en Ctait pas question en 
1996. O n  peut aussi noter le changement de notre titre. I1 
y a dix ans il ktait possible de ne parler que de I'identite 
lesbienne (m&me si le terme fut contest6 dans tout le 
numkro), nous n'aurions jamais pu aborder comme on le 
fait aujourd'hui, les complexitks et les complications dans 
lesquelles le sexe, le genre, le dksir et les politiques se 
dkbattent. Quelques uns des combats subsistent : dans les 
deux numkros, ce sont encore des discussions autour des 
politiques publiques, de I'tducation, autour de la visibilitk 
et de la fragilitk de celles qui sont prkoccupkes par leur 
orientation sexuelle. A l'kvidence, nous devons applaudir 
tous les acquis mais il reste encore beaucoup B faire. O n  
esptre que ce numkro des Cahiers vous permettra une 
ouverture kclatante et productrice vers un engagement 
futur. 
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