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Institute for Studies in Education, University of To-
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NINA BANNETT

Sandpaper

Roughness.
My skin shrugs,
takes the blame.
Friendly protection coming
between the grains.
Chains will grind me 
a new surface,
efface my chrysalis. 
You make me over,
particle for particle,
devise a process,
voluntary. Leisurely.
Refine my stumbles,
take off my shy face,
exchange it for what suits.
Hewn to a method,
I am complicit,
imaginary. 
This gift,
pleasing, gentle,
porous. Gradual.   

Nina Bannett’s poetry has appeared in journals such 
as Open Minds Quarterly, Bellevue Literary Re-
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