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María	Guadalupe	Morfín	Otero	has	been	the	Special	Prosecu-
tor	against	crimes	and	violence	committed	against	women	
since	March	31,	2008.	From	October	2003	to	November	
2006,	she	was	a	Federal	Commissioner	for	the	prevention	
and	eradication	of	violence	against	women	 in	 the	City	of	
Juárez.	This	article	is	adapted	from	a	paper	she	gave	at	the	
conference	“Diplomado	sobre	Equidad	y	Género	y	Políticas	
Públicas,”	which	took	place	on	June	6,	2006,	organized	by	
the	Mexican	Academy	of	Human	Rights,	the	Autonomous	
University	of	Mexico,	and	the	Equity	and	Gender	Parlia-
mentary	Deputy.	

1This data had changed with the work of Attorney General’s 
office in the Estado de Chihuahua. By November 2006, 
around 70 more penal processes were concluding with 
convictions , in addition to those already sentenced, and 
several others archived because the perpetrators commit-
ted suicide. Despite the intensity of the investigations, 
impunity continues in several cases. 
2In November of the same year, the Commission presented 
a third Report on Management. See <www.comisioncd-
juarez.gob.mx>.
3María Guadalupe Morfín Otero left the Comission in 
2006. In 2008, Sofia Castro was nominated Comision-
ada. 
4With a different profile, the Commission has worked 
without interruption.
5The study was presentedto the highest levels of govern-
ment. It was disseminated in academia, and among civil 
society organizations. Additionally, inegi elaborated an 
iris system with satellite cartographic information on 
the femicide, which was distributed among Secretario	de	
Gobernación,	the	Gobernador	del	Estado	de	Chihuahua	and 
the Mayor of the Municipio	de	Juárez.
6Many of the actions announced in the 2006 concluded; 
others are ongoing and can be consulted at: <www.
comisioncdjuarez.gob.mx>. It needs to be clarified that as 
a result of the ongoing narco-war in Mexico, generalized 
violence in the northern border and particularly in the 
City of Juárez has increased to the point that the zone 
has become militarized.
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Days like a necklace of grey pearls 
that stretch leaving marks and signs on the 

body.

Days of two faces
where one is the world and nobody at the 

same time.

Nothing there
no judgement
no prayer
accompanies the void
the multitude that guards this reflection.

Days walled by mystery 
and death ripens in every corner
in each contraction and redoubling 
as in a fish recently slumbering.

Days in which there is no one offering up a 
surprise

the desertion
the coldness of the watch
days in which chaos resounds and explodes 

in the 
mirror.
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