
women courageously confronted the
authorities. In the course of their move
ment they have raised crucial issues of
national importance which gained them
the support of the intellectual circles and
the international media. Owing to fear of
gaining adverse publicity in the interna
tional media, the government could not
deal harshly with these women. Yet the
regime wanted to avoid disturbances for
fear of larger issues being raised, which
could destabilise the government. They
have thus found it necessary to take

eyewash measures to deflate the intensity
of the movement.

These concessions have not pacified the
women activists. They are still fighting
against the discriminatory laws. The
Hadood Laws have been challenged
in courts, though with little chance of
success. However, wherever possible,
women lawyers have taken it upon them
selves to redress individual grievances
through the courts. The blind girl, refer
red to earlier, who had been sentenced to
lashes, was subsequently acquitted after

her case was contested by women lawyers
and after many women's organisations
had protested against the sentence
awarded to her. This activity is con
tinuing, and women are determined to
struggle until they achieve their objective
of full equality and withdrawal of discri
minatory legislation.

This paper was presented at the Third World
Forum on Women, Law and Development
Workshop, Forum '85.
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who are in power in those areas, both the
rural elite and the government officials 
which makes us question how effective
laws can be when the people are unorga
nized and unaware exactly of what the
laws are.

Some of the work we are doing is main
ly to try and mobilize rural women first to
analyze their situation, to find out their
relationship to the food they are produc
ing and what they are getting out of it, and
to realize their value within the whole
structure - and then try and get them to
realize the need for unity.

In Bangladesh, over 60 per cent of the
population own very little land, not
enough to be cultivated all year and pro
vide a year's survival. So they have to sell
their labour elsewhere for a certain
portion of the year. We try to help groups
of women to understand their strength
in numbers and to realize what the situa
tion is and what the laws are; and to
try and work for their own benefit on their
own. As an organization, we do not
provide any extra credit or any other facili
ties. We feel that women should be orga
nized to mobilize the available resources
and to utilize the' existing laws for their
own benefit, and to stand on their own.
That means that if and when we leave an
area, we don't leave a vacuum: we will
already have created an autonomous
organization.

We have been able to organize around
50,000 women all over Bangladesh. This
sounds like a lot but it is not very much
when you consider that the population in
Bangladesh is over 90 million. We have
organized 50,000 women to stand on their
own and they have taken up a lot of social
issues (such as wife-beating, dowry, and
desertion). They try to stop those pro
blems or to get more organized around
them. In one area, where we have orga
nized women's cooperatives and men's

Illustration: Anne S. Walker
Credit: International Women's Tribune Centre

cooperatives, we have seen changes in
government laws, giving 1,000 acres to
these landless cooperatives (one third of
this land must be given to the women's
cooperatives). And that, I think, is a major
breakthrough in Bangladesh where this
has never happened before. This land will
not be given to the women individually
but on a 99-year non-transferable lease.
That means the women will not be forced
off their land after a couple of years.

We are also trying to organize women in
joint cultivation programs in different
areas. We are trying to get them to start
demanding loans from the bank. They go
in groups of three or four hundred and

demand that the bank manager give them
loans and credit. In one area, three
thousand women have gone to the local
government official to try and insist that
certain projects be done for women in
stead of just for the men. Generally, with
in the villages and the social situation,
there have been some improvements as a
result of the women's groups. But as a
result of this, we are facing more and more
problems not just ourselves as the orga
nizers, but also the women.

Most of you are aware that at the end of
May 1985, there was a cyclone which hit
parts of Bangladesh. A lot of relief has
gone to the country, and a lot of relief has
been distributed - but very little is actually
reaching the poor. A woman in one of the
most conservative areas of Bangladesh
stood up and attacked the local chairman,
the head of the area, through whom the
relief was distributed. This man was not
distributing relief properly. She was
beaten up in public and was threatened
with violence and ostracisation. But
because of the groups around her who
supported her and our intervention, it has
stopped for the moment.

This is just a small example to show that
women are now beginning to speak up
publicly and try to make their presence
felt. There is still a lot of work left to be
done. We are just beginning, but we hope
that we - and especially the groups that
are being organized - can continue our
work and expand further.

Khushi Kabir is presently Director of Nijera
Kori and is a recognized expert in the fields of
women's development in Asia and internatio
nal development. For years she has worked with
the poorest and most oppressed sector of
Bangladesh society - rural women - to help
these marginalized women understand their
condition and to obtain the resources needed to
improve their situation.
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homes and fall into the clutches of the
'delal' (pimps) from whom escape is next
to impossible. Many such women are rot
ting in different jails abroad. Many want
to return but there is no way out. Many
more are dying in the country carrying the
stigma that has befallen them to their
graves.

In August 1982 one such case made
headlines. It involved a gang of five who
were trying to smuggle 150 women out of
the country. They were caught by mem
bers of the Bangladesh Rifles. Four alleged
traffickers dealing in Bangladeshi women
were charged in a Magistrate Court
in Karachi (Pakistan) on 25th June 1985
with abduction and running a prostitution
den. The four accused, themselves
Bangladeshi immigrants, had according
to the prosecution been engaged in slave
trading - abducting young women from
the rural areas of Bangladesh and bringing
them to Pakistan. About 500 girls had
been illegally transported over the past
few years, police sources said. Each girl
was sold in Karachi and elsewhere in
Pakistan for prices ranging from 1000 to
3000 rupees ($65.00-160.00).3

Prostitution itself is not an offence but it
is also not regularised under law. There is
no system of permits authorising prosti
tutes to engage in this profession. The law
states that it is a crime to engage any

woman against her will in immoral activi
ties. The man.who has engaged her will be
punished. So the traffickers or pimps
always manage to produce an affidavit for
the prostitute under his custody in which
it is stated that the prostitute, being above
eighteen years old, willingly enters into
this profession. But no prostitute enters
into this profession out of choice. Statisti
cal data has shown that 55.120/0 entered it
due to poverty; 17.08% had been cheated
by a lover and sold; 1.87% had been sold
by a husband; 2.72% by a step mother;
15.120/0 kidnapped and sold by miscreant;
and 8.29% for other reasons (e.g. as
childhood, or after having been deserted
by a husband).4

All legal provisions relating to immoral
trafficking are directed against the per
sons who live off the earnings of prosti
tutes (pimps and traffickers). Thus the law
implicitly accepts the existence of prosti
tutes in society. By promulgating the
Cruelty (Deterrent Punishment) to
Women Ordinance of 1983 the govern
ment has provided for the strict punish
ment of those engaged in immoral traf
ficking in women. Section 5 of the Ordi
nance states that:

whoever imports or exports or sells, lets to
hire or otherwise disposes of, or buys, hires
or otherwise obtains possession of, any
woman of any age with intent that such

woman shall be employed or used for the
purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse
with any person or for any unlawful and
immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely
that such woman will be employed or used
for any such purpose shall be punishable
with transportation for life or with rigorous
imprisonment for aterm which may extend
to fourteen years and shall also be liable to
a fine.

Under section 4 a person accused of
kidnapping or abduction is also liable to
fourteen years rigorous imprisonment.

The National Women Lawyers' Asso
ciation played a vital role in the pro
mulgation of this strict law to suppress
violence against women - like immoral
trafficking - through repeated demands
for the legislation. But to date no one tried
under this Ordinance has been given this
punishment. Strict enforcement of the
laws would make it more difficult to
exploit women as prostitutes.

IThe New Nation (April 1985).
2Ibid.
3The Bangladesh Times (26 June 1985).
4From a survey of 205 women con-

ducted by the Bengali weekly Bichitra.

Dilruba Shahana is an Advocate for
Bangladesh ]atiyo Mahila Ainjibi Samity.
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Cebu. When package tours became obno
xious, the importation of Asians to serve
as prostitutes in Japan took place. Then
there was the added exploitation of age:
child prostitutes became the fad in the
1980's, with Australians and Europeans
taking the lead. Meanwhile, the
Americans continue to enjoy Rand R
prostitution. The roots of the problem are
in the linkage between prostitution tour
ism and all forms of imperialism - politi
cal, economic, cultural. It is like fighting a
many-tentacled ogre.

Precisely because of our powerlessness,
it is most important to stress the collective
and creative effort behind each action.
The collective aspect ranges from group
work to mass mobilization. It involves get
ting the cooperation of as many organiza
tions as possible, cutting across ages and
classes, extending from villages to cross
continental cities. The creative aspect cov
ers a combination of factors: finding the
Achilles' heel of the target, figuring out
what would be appropriate and effective,
doing it at the right time with proper
media coverage. This indeed is the power
of solidarity when grains of sand glued
together become a stumbling block of
concrete; the power of creativity when
innovative ways of doing things become
disarming; the power of a cause when
voices get heard because of unflinching
persistence in pursuing a goal, of keeping
up the momentum, and of communi
cating with a sense of urgency that cannot
be ignored.

A Third World feminist perspective on
confronting prostitution tourism offers
another major lesson. Empowering all
women - the victims, the activists, the
support group - is a dynamic challenge.
Doing so within the Third World context
of a neocolonial world of unjust structures
gives birth to a Third World feminism that
dares to tackle problems of class, sex and
race in a holistic and radical manner. Only
then can women, in partnership with men
of conscience, have true equality, genuine
development, and lasting peace.

Sister Mary Soledad Perpifian, R.G.S., is
co-ordinator of the Manila-based Third World
Movement Against the Exploitation ofWomen
(TW-MAE-W). She is active both within the
Philippines and internationally in the struggle
against the sex trade, and edits the development
journal Balai. A longer version of this paper
was presented at the Nairobi Third World
Forum on Women, Law and Development.
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all the organizations must show solidarity
and support for the women prisoners of
conscience. Torture and cruel conditions
of imprisonment are a reality for women
activists in our country. This problem of
violence and torture is receiving world
wide attention. The brutalization of an in
dividual will always result in the brutaliza
tion of a society.

Prostitution is a major problem in many
of our cities. Most women resort to it
because of economic deprivation; their
sexuality is exploited. Society usually
takes a condemnatory stand against pro
stitution and the law is weighted heavily
against prostitutes while permitting their
clients to go free. Because prostitution is
forbidden by law, prostitutes lack the
minimum health care and sometimes, in
jail, are raped by policemen.

Education has not changed in years.
Books are sexist, depict stereotypes, and
make arbitrary distinctions between
sexes. Educa tional materials ignore
women's issues, are always centered on
men, and women are absent. Military acts

of violence are treated as the most relevant
aspects of Argentine history.

During the last two years we have
experienced an increase in pornography
and the use of the female body as a sexual
commodity. In advertising we can
observe the double moral standards:
women as sexual objects, giving pleasure,
without any imagination or brains, are
opposed to mothers, with clean beautiful
children, promoting electric machines for
the house or food. Newspapers, radio and
television only print and show women in
their traditional aspects. Feminist in
formation must be conveyed through
paid ads.

In the area of health, abortion is allowed
in only two cases: rape and danger to
the mother. As both cases are very diffi
cult to prove, every year many women die
as victims of clandestine abortions.
Every year many young women from the
poorer classes are kidnapped and sold
for prostitution to other countries. Big
organizations are behind this cruel traffic
and it is very difficult to counteract

their activities.
Sexual harassment is common in the

labour sphere. Because of the high rate of
unemployment, women are afraid of los
ing their jobs and so do not want to make
formal complaints. Sexual harassment of
women patients by their doctors takes
place but, as only two persons were pre
sent, it is his word against hers. The medi
cal world stands firmly against the women
who dare accuse their members, and hus
bands refuse to support complaints
because their names would be involved.

Women of the world, let's unite, exer
cise and consolidate the power of being
together. Come, join our hands and era
dicate prejudices, change customs and
create a new world for future generations
of women.

Sara Rioja is the founder of Derochos Iguales
para la Mujer Argentina (Equal Rights for
Argentinian Women), an organization formed
to promote research and education on women's
issues, including total equality under the law.
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community and academics for the femi
nists, researchers have lived dangerously
in a frontier zone of tension and ambi
guity.

Even so, the feminist movement has
been the very source of life for scholarship
on women, suggesting themes, methodo
logies and helping to create a network of
solidarity that is crucial for scholars con
fronting academic orthodoxies. What we
now need is a clear definition of our role
within the women's movement, so that
we are allowed the distance needed for
scholarly work, which may not respond to
the immediate needs of political practice
but may prove of greater relevance for the

women's movement in the long range. I
am not arguing for a rigid division of labor
that could reinforce hierarchies within the
movement but, as our numbers grow, I
feel we can share much of our responsibi
lities so that each one of us does not have
to be on permanent duty for every protest,
for every campaign, and we may acquire
legitimacy for the systematic study that is
so much needed, and that is our special
contribution both to the movement and to
the social sciences.

IMarysa Navarro, "Research on Latin
American Women," Signs, Vo!. 5, No. 1
(Autumn 1979).

2See, for example, A. O. Costa, C.
Barroso and C. Sarti, Pesquisa sobre mulher
no Brasil. Cadernos de Pesquisa (1985).

Cannen Barroso works with a collective of
researchers on WOlnen at the Carlos Chagas
Foundation (Sao Paulo), the largest and best
known WOlnen's research center in Brazil. She
presented this paper at the Women's Studies as
a Strategy for Educational Change Panel held
at the NCO Forum in Nairobi in July of 1985.

*CWS/cf gratefully acknowledges permis
sion to publish from Florence Howe, an
editor of the Women's Studies Quarterly
(Hagerstown, MD : The Feminist Press).
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ning continued without further harass
ment. Russian and American delegates
pledged to work together for joint peace
demonstrations.

Edith Ballantyne, General Secretary of
the Women's International League for
Peace and Freedon (WILPF) stressed the
fact that women were the initiators of
many new forms of action, such as peace
marches, peace camps, schools of peace,
and peace studies and research. The Scan
dinavian women have initiated and orga
nized international peace marches to .
Paris, and from Stockholm to Moscow
and Minsk. In Nairobi the UN Secretary
General Mr. Perez de Cuellar met with
women who had participated in "The
Great Peace Journey" and encouraged
their efforts and plans to visit as many UN
countries as possible in 1986 during the
UN-sponsored "International Year of
Peace." It is most important for women in
all countries to support those peace in
itiatives. They are a genuine alternative to
arms talks. The NGOs in the world can
create a new basis for international nego
tiations for disarmament and develop
ment. In the long run, the purpose of the
peace marches is to create a new security
system and a world where nobody goes
hungry because we spend millions on
armaments.

Women are becoming more compre
hending, more conscious. We want to be
heard, and that in itself is very different to
what .has gone on in the past when only
men held arms talks behind closed doors.
Women must be included on government
negotiating teams. Only when women are
included at the United Nations and the
Geneva talks will a true alternative for
negotiating peace emerge. Women are the
catalysts for bringing about change, but if
we are not heard, not included at inter
national meetings, there will be no
change. And as women in the Peace Tent
stated over and over again, the real
alternative to violence and nuclear war is
not to commit such acts.

One of the last major sessions in the
Peace Tent was chaired by Fran Hosken,
the editor of WIN (parts of this session are
included in the Autumn 1985 issue, Vol.
11, No. 4). The discussion confirmed that
the Peace Movement, the Ecology
Movement, and the Feminist Movement
are all parts of a fundamental social
revolution which is really the only true
revolution because women are involved:
it is a genuinely different revolution be-

cause it is bloodless. No group has done
more to demonstrate the effectiveness of
non-violent action that the Greenham
Common women. The women gathered
in Nairobi were there to learn and to share
with each other, not to compete with each
other. Women's studies and peace studies
are opening up new concepts of conflict
resolution and demonstrate the need for
alternative educational programs at all
levels. Non-military solutions to inter
national conflicts must be learned. Much
of what was said by Ursula Franklin at the
Halifax Conference in June about alter
natives was repeated by other women
present in Nairobi. Hilkka Pietila, the
Secretary-General of the Finnish United
Nations Association, reminded us that we
must renew efforts to make the UN work:

This year we are celebrating the 40th
anniversary of the UN, which provides a
good opportunity. We do not need all kinds
of additional agreements - all the negotia
tions about disarmament and arms reduc
tions have only led to increases in the arms
race. Peace is the way to Peace, not dis
cussions about arms. The women's peace
movement needs to get back to basics, we
should not get involved in complicated dis
cussions about different kinds of
armaments. That, as the record shows, does
not lead to peace. Peace is the only way to
peace.

It is up to women to find the way to
peace. What made the experience at
Nairobi so exciting and so positive was
that the Conference took place in Africa.
The women of the world were together for
the first time. The Conference in many
ways belonged to the African and Asian
women. They were there in great num
bers, and their rejection of sophisticated
Western technology as being of little use
in solving their needs, became their state
ment on peace. Women need good gar
den tools, not computers. Having their
land turned into cash crops - which are
used in turn to buy military goods - in no
way serves their needs to find nutritious
food for their children. As women from all
parts of the world shared their problems
in Nairobi, the sense of sisterhood and
solidarity strengthened. The women of
the world were at peace with each other;
they can and will find the way to peace for
the planet.

Margaret Fulton is President of Mount
Saint Vincent University in Halifax. She is a
feminist peace activist.
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Illustration by Julie Paulsen

Finally, chemical containers should be
disposed of properly. Recommended pro
cedures for proper disposal are: 1) drain
and repeat rinsing and draining three
times, 2) crush containers immediately
and take to the landfill or bury eighteen
inches deep in an isolated area away from
a water supply, and 3) never re-use
containers. 11 When I juxtapose the reality
of women's lives in developing countries
with these instructions, I find that the
directives are ill-fated to living conditions
there.

Does this mean that pesticides should
never be used in developing countries?
That question requires another set of
considerations. What I do emphasize is
that if and where women are applying
pesticides, they should be given protec
tive information which they can under
stand. In addition, women need the
water, fuel and medical services required
by the directions.
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IJay Feldman, "The Pesticide Debate,"
ruralamerica (March 1980), p.5.

2Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1962), p.29.

3Donald P. Morgan, M.D., Recognition
and Management of Pesticide Poison
ings (Washington, D.C.: United
States Government Printing Office,
#055-004-0013-7) .

4Pesticide Safety: Myths and Facts
(Washington, D.C.: National Coalition
Against Misuse of Pesticides, 1984).
Pamphlet.

5David Weir and Mark Shapiro, Circle of
Poison (San Francisco : Institute for Food
and Development Policy, 1981), p.23.

6David Weir, et al., "The Boomerang
Crime," Mother Jones, Vo1.4, No.9
(November 1979), p.43.

7Ibid.
8Ruth Norris, ed., Pills, Pesticides and

Profits (Croton-on-Hudson, NY : North
River Press, 1982), p.17.

9"Basta Ya," slide/tape on women of
Central America.

lODavid Bull, A Growing Problem : Pesti
cides and the Third World Poor (Oxford:
Oxfam Printing Room, 1982), p.38.

Il"Think Before You Throw ... Dispose
of Chemical Containers Safely," (Des
Moines: Iowa Department of Environ
mental Quality, 1980).

B. Eleanor Anstey is an Assistant Professor
at The University of Iowa, School of Social
Work and serves as chair for Women in
Development at The University of Iowa. She
conducted aworkshop on "Pesticides and Third
World Women" at the UN End of Decade for
Women Conference in Nairobi in July 1985.
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une AIgerie independante, pour etre
renvoyees a leurs casseroles une fois
l'independance atteinte. En realite cha
que fois que les femmes ont combattu
pour les causes des hommes, la leur a ete
sacrifiee.

Certes nous devons continuer notre
lutte pour le progres, mais le combat pour
nos propres droits doit nous unir d'abord.
Nous sommes plus que la moitie de la
population mondiale, nous devons enfin
croire en nos propres valeurs. Celles des
hommes, si longtemps au pouvoir, se
revelent aujourd'hui en faillite partout,
au Nord comme au Sud, a I'Est comme a
I'Ouest.

Bernice Dubois est nee aux Etats-Unis; elle
est diplomee de Sarah Lawrence College CL
!'few York (B.A.), et vit en France depuis 1952.
Elue Conseillere au Mouvement Mondial des
Meres, elle milite dans diverses organisations
feminines.

Betty Friedan under the fig tree, Forum '85 Credit: Nikita A. Crook

Le Mouvement Mondial des Meres y a
presente trois ateliers, deux franco
phones et un anglophone. Les Jeunes et
Leur Preparation aleur Future Vie Familiale,
La Valeur Economique du Travail Feminin
non Remunere, Le Role des Organisations
Feminines dans le Developpement. Les deux
premiers, dont j'ai eu la charge, ont reuni
des francophones de beaucoup de pays
d'Afrique, d'Asie, d'Amerique du Nord
et de I'Europe, ce qui a donne lieu a des
echanges tres fructueux et tres instruc
tifs. Le troisieme a explore le role des
organisations feminines tant en zone
rurale qu'en zone urbaine. Nous avons
essaye de faire appel a des presen
tatrices d'opinions diverses pour que les
debats soient plus riches. It faut dire que
la francophonie a ete beaucoup plus
presente a Nairobi qu'a Mexico ou a
Copenhague et cela, en grand partie,
grace aux efforts considerables fournis
par le Ministere fran~ais des Droits de la
Femme qui a tout fait pour encourager les
Fran~aises a participer activement et les
y a preparees et qui a, par ailleurs,
assure une diversite de manifestations
culturelles et techniques fran~aises.

Si maintenant nous nous tournons
vers l'avenir et le prochain Forum, prevu
en 1990 et pour lequel Madras en Inde
a ete propose comme ville hote, que
pouvons-nous suggerer?

Dans notre quete du progres, des

ameliorations sont souhaitables. Pre
mierement nous pouvons toutes ecouter
plus attentivement des problemes qui ne
nous touchent peut-etre pas directment
mais qui sont urgents pour nos soeurs
d' autres pays ou d' autres societes.
Ensuite, si chacune de nous se concentrait
sur les inegalites et les torts de sa propre
societe, sa propre religion, sa propre
patrie, nous aurions peut-etre moins de
confrontations et davantage de veritables
dialogues, moins de slogans steriles et
davantage de comprehension reelle et,
pourquoi pas, une efficacite accrue dans
nos efforts.

Neanmoins toute notre bonne volonte
restera vaine si nous n'obtenons pas une
participation plus importante des femmes
dans les instances parlementaires, legis
latives et de decision aux plus hauts
niveaux. Cela ne sera pas facile et il ne sera
pas non plus facile de rester fideles a nos
objectifs feministes une fois que nous
serons en place. En effet des gouver
nements et d~s partis politiques se sont
rendus compte que les femmes peuvent
etre utiles pour faire avancer les buts
et les objectifs des hommes qui dirigent
les nations et les partis. Nous ne devons
pas nous laisser pieger de la meme
maniere que les femmes de la revolution
fran~aise qui avaient le droit de monter
a l'echafaud mais non a la tribune,
ou que celles qui avaient combattu pour

186 CANADIAN WOMAN STUDIES/LES CAHIERS DE LA FEMME



Mother and Daughter, 1923 (acrylic on canvas)

appropriate wages and conditions and
with a required minimum training com
parable to similar professional groups.
Children particularly between the ages of
oand 8 need the best services a society can
offer, not a piecemeal, substandard
approach: this requires improvement in
wages and working conditions, training,
and community recognition of the value
of the early childhood educator. These
early years are the most crucial in a child's
life and support for programmes and
workers in this field is long overdue.

The ultimate aim of multiculturalism is
to break down racism, intolerance, ignor
ance, sexism and prejudice, and to bring
about greater understanding. It is only
now that we are coming to recognise the
multicultural nature of our society and
learning to respect each other. The de
velopment of a multicultural, polyethnic
approach will bring about a more realistic,
enriched and enlightened Australian
society. If encouraged in other countries
particularly between developed and de
veloping countries - it could bring about a
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more tolerant and enlightened world. If
conflicts are to be reduced, then we must
start with educating our children to learn
to respect each other with allowing all
children the opportunities to reach their
full potential. This approach will assist in
the desire to maintain peace and, if
adopted on a global scale, would offer our
children not only the enrichment of learn
ing in a multicultural context, but a future
in a world of peace and understanding.

IGwen Davey, "Multicultural Listening
for Early Childhood," Education News,
Vo!. 16. No. 9 (1979).

2A. B. Gaarder, Statement by Chief
Modern Foreign Language Section/V.S.
Office of Education, before the Special
Subcommittee on Bilingual Education of
the Committee on Labour and Public Wel
fare, (V.S. Senate: May 18, 1967).

Bev Hall attended Forum '85 as amember of
the UNAA Status of Women Committee,
South Australia.
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