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roots groups should be brought forward;
and coordinating workshops conducted
to draw up strategies for action.

In conclusion, I would like to propose
the following reforms: Where women are
already traditionally accepted as partici
pants in agricultural production, exten
sion and credit services should be ex
tended to them. The female graduates of
agricultural and family science colleges
should produce appropriate educational
material for the local female extensionists
at the grass roots level.

• The land registration system should
not be introduced into areas that
traditionally recognize other ways
of defining ownership.

• In order to ensure that all technical,
financial, and agricultural services
reach women, these services
should be offered through women's
organizations. Thus the growth
of women's organizations is a
necessity.

• Women's consciousness should be
raised about their right to, and the
importance of land ownership.
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• Government policy makers should
be obliged to recognize the adverse
effect of land registration laws and
tenancy rules on development.

• The ranks of policy makers should
include many women.

• Women's organizations should
act as pressure groups to lobby
for changes in the distribution reg
ulations pertaining to agricultural
land.

• To encourage women's economic
participation, we should have plans
for small agricultural farms for food
production owned by women.
Women must be given all the
needed encouragement to obtain
access to training, capital and
facilities.

• The expansion of the large scale
agricultural schemes that entail
large capital and thus debt, ad
vanced technologies, cash crops
and wage labour, should be
stopped. We must fight for better
models of cultivation that suit our
cultures, abilities and situations.

Models that will ultimately raise
women's participation, empower
them and raise their status. Models
that will feed us. The suggested
model is a return to our traditional
system with the introduction of
approprate village technologies in
the traditional sector.
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