
"She moves towards him and he holds her. 
Then they make love after all, but gently, 
as though consoling one another for eve- 
rything that neither of them can help nor 
alter.. . . Temporarily, they are more or 
less okay." That's good news, not easy 
o~timism. 

Fire-dwellers we all are and Margaret 
Laurence turned more and more of her 
time towards working for peace and nu- 

clear disarmament. She saw the tempta- 
tion to close our hearts and minds to the 
terror of the world we live in: "Although 
I would take issue with the early Church 
Fathers on many things," she said, "I 
would agree that despair is rightly placed 
as one of the deadly sins." 

The death of the individual is the end 
which we will all one day meet, but in 
the knowledge that our children and 

their children will live, that someone's 
children will go on.. .The individual is 
the leaf on the tree. The leaves fall but 
the tree endures.. .Now the tree itselfis 
threatened. Our aim must be no less 
than human and caring justice, and 
peace.. . for all people that on earth do 
dwell. 
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