One is tempted 1o address the issue of
nuclear weaponsdirectly throughone’s
(in my case) fiction. I find that hard.
What I find easier and more possible is
to address the issue in writing articles,
talks, lectures, and so on. In that way I
can address the issue directly. Artists

cannot really write didactic prose in
novels. I cannot write novels that
preach,butwhatl candoisto affirmmy
whole life-view through the characters
in my books. I think that in all my
writing, a very strong kind of celebra-
tion of life itself comes through.

And so it did. Margaret Laurence’s
celebration of life was an instruction in
the ways of peace.

Metta Spencer is a sociology professor
at the University of Toronto and Editor of
Peace Magazine.
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